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Jan. 19, 1996
UM HOSTS PANEL DISCUSSION ON CRIM E AND PUNISHMENT
MISSOULA ~
How much time should be spent in prison, by whom and for what? Those questions will be
addressed at The University of Montana Wednesday, Jan. 24, as pan of a free public panel
discussion on past, present and future sentencing guidelines.
"Crime and Punishment: Sentencing Guidelines in Montana" will begin at 6:30 p.m. in
Room 204 of the UM law school. The program is expected to last 90 minutes, with the last halfhour devoted to questions and answers.
Panelists will include state Sen. Sue Bartlett, D-Helena, a member of the state Sentencing
Commission established in the last legislative session to study existing sentencing procedures and
develop alternatives; Michael Donohue an assistant federal defender for Montana who specializes
in death penalty work; Missoula District Court Judge Douglas Harkin, a former Ravalli County
attorney; and Melissa Harrison, a UM associate professor of criminal law who has previously
worked as a federal and state prosector. The discussion will be moderated by UM Adjunct
Assistant Professor Jeff Renz, director of the Montana Defender Project, which represents inmates
at sentencing review proceedings.
The event is sponsored by the UM student chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union.
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Contacts: Melissa Harrison, 243-4366; ACLU member and law student Racheal Nilson, 549-2732.
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